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International Development: Global Issues, Powers & Players 

Winter 2017 Course Syllabus – WYP1615H  
 

	
Wycliffe	College,	Toronto	School	of	Theology	

	
This	description	is	intended	to	support	the	course	selection	process	and	to	
assist	students	in	determining	whether	this	course	will	help	them	achieve	
their	educational	objectives	and	the	learning	goals	of	their	program.		It	is	not	
a	learning	contract.		The	details	of	this	description	are	subject	to	change	
before	the	course	begins.		The	final	course	syllabus	will	be	available	to	
registered	students	at	the	beginning	of	the	course.	
	

	
(Revision:	Sept	2016)	
 
 I. Course Details  

 
Instructor:   Dr. David Kupp 
  Phone:  416-946-3535 x2561 
  E-mail:  david.kupp@utoronto.ca 
  Skype:  daviddkupp   
Office Hours:  By appointment 
Campus:   Wycliffe College 
Classroom Sessions:    2:00-5:00pm Thursdays during Winter term, 2017 

o First class:   5th January, 2017 
o Reading week:  20-24th February 
o Last class:   30th March 
o Exam week:  5-13th April  

 
II. Course Summary 
 
This course provides an overview and introduction to the global issues, powers and players at 
the heart of international development. As an overview to the macro features, challenges and 
practices of the world of humanitarian and development aid, the course helps students build a 
platform for understanding the field’s numerous dimensions and complexity. History, 
worldviews, approaches and actors are explored across the international development 
spectrum, as are the patterns and lenses of several Christian perspectives.  Understanding is 
built around the nature and dynamics of poverty and power, and their relationships to the 
spectrum of development approaches and practices, along with the roles of international 
agencies, governments, and civil society players in working with the marginalized and 
vulnerable.  Students engage in the sectoral, technical and thematic challenges faced by 
development organizations in a range of settings.  
 
Key features of the course include:  
o Overview of the world of development research and studies  
o Worldviews, meanings and values in international development  
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o Reviewing the history of contemporary international development  
o The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
o The macro state of human development: UNDP HDR, World Bank Development Report 
o Poverty, inequality, development – definitions, causes, perspectives  
o Ecology and sustainability, and the crisis of climate change  
o Human migration and the refugee crisis 
o Understanding the development spectrum: theories and practices  
o Mainstream, alternative, biblical approaches 
o Global, state, private and civil society actors 
o Multilateral actors: UN Conventions, CRC, IFIs-SAPs, debt 
 
 
III. Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the main theories, actors, approaches and issues in poverty 
and international development studies.   

2. Assess, analyse and facilitate classroom exercises on international development’s 
historical, political, economic, environmental and social opportunities, challenges and 
tensions, using SDGs, problem scenarios and case studies.  

3. Demonstrate awareness of a range of technical sectors and themes which cross-cut 
development contexts and settings.   

4. Appreciate the personal and organizational knowledge and competencies required for 
effective engagement in poverty and development programming by development 
organizations and workers.  

5. Identify, research, produce and communicate an evidence-based investigative paper on 
a chosen research question in the field of international development.   

 
The course is built around a range of adult and community learning methodologies: 
interactive discussions, workshop exercises, problem scenarios, simulations, research, 
participatory activities, multi-media, mini-projects, readings, personal journals, external events, 
visiting experts and lectures.   
 
IV. Requirements and Evaluation 

 
1) Two presentations by each student:    25% 

• Facilitation of session on readings (15%) 
• SDGs/ Case studies   (10%) 

2) Participation, engagement, readings:   20% 
3) Term project:       55% 

• annotated bibliography    (5%) 
• proposal + bibliography    (5%) 
• marketplace     (15%)  
• final paper     (30%)  

 
Date/Deadline Assignment 
Each classroom session 1. Each student: read assigned weekly readings, and come to each 

class prepared to discuss:  
o Most significant issues from the readings 
o Key questions, challenges, implications from the readings 
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Date/Deadline Assignment 
Each classroom session 2. Students facilitate sessions on readings and themes (15%). 

  
2nd February 

 
3. Annotated bibliography on your chosen term topic and research 

question (5%) 
9th February  

 
4. SDG student team case study and presentations (10%).  
  

16th February 5. 1-page term project proposal (5%)  
 

23rd March 6. Student public marketplace session (15%) 
 

10th April 7. Final term paper (30%) 
 

 
Further details:  
 
Two presentations by each student (25%).  

ü Students facilitate at least one classroom session on weekly readings (15%). 
Students will construct a session following a planning format and will facilitate a 45-
minute adult learning event around the readings assigned for that week. 

 
ü Sustainable Development Goals: student team case study and presentation (10%). 

Each student group takes responsibility for a section of the SDGs. Each group will: 
o research, compile data and prepare a 1-page global summary of their section of 

the SDGs  
o research, compile relevant data and prepare a 1-page summary of their SDGs 

within the case study countries Haiti and the Dominican Republic 
o develop learning objectives and 60-min session plan, including:  

o 10 min on key discoveries for each assigned SDG 
o 30 min participatory exercises on the team’s SDGs applied to case study. 

The overall objective is to help the entire class to engage, learn and analyse at a deeper 
level the content and issues of the critically important SDG, globally, and specifically as 
they are applied to the two countries of the case study. On the basis of their learning 
goals for the session, students will choose from a range of adult learning and facilitation 
approaches and tools (e.g., develop a simulation, create and host a debate, stage a role 
play, host a development café). Each student group-led session with also be peer 
reviewed.  

 
Participation (20%). Punctual attendance and full participation is essential in all classroom 
sessions and scheduled events. Participation assumes evidence of thorough engagement with 
assignments and readings, evidence of exploration into arising issues, full engagement in 
classroom learning events and activities, and completion of in-class, extra-class and online 
assignments.  A variety of participatory learning technologies will be explored and employed 
together by instructor and students.  
 
Final project (total 55%). 

ü Initial annotated bibliography     5% 
ü project proposal & revised bibliography   5% 
ü Marketplace      15% 
ü Final paper      30% 
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Choosing from a list of provided topics and themes specific to this course, each student will 
develop a specific research question within that theme for investigation. They will then propose, 
outline, research and write an evidence-based research paper on that research questions as 
their term project. The proposed research question and outline for the final project will be 
established in consultation with the instructor, submitted to the class and marketplace for peer 
review and comments, and finalized for grading. Students will justify their choice of topic and 
resarch question, and outline their methods. Final projects are 4000 words. Innovative 
alternatives to this research paper can be discussed and agreed with the professor. Further 
guidelines will be discussed in class.  
 

ü Initial annotated bibliography (5%).  Due 2nd February.  
Students will develop an initial draft bibliography for their chosen term project, identifying at 
least 10 academic-quality resources specific to their research question investigation. 
Students will also identify at least three rejected resources, and explain in what way each 
did not meet criteria for research. Each resource will be described in an annotation which 
summarizes its content and methods, and describes its relevance to the project topic, within 
a few sentences. This bibliography will be revised as research is undertaken, and the topic 
developed further, and the research question refined. Note that you will need to read initial 
resources around your intended research question in order to annotate an initial 
bibliography. 

 
ü Proposal for research paper, with revised bibliography (5%).  Deadline: 16th 

February.  
A one-page proposal, plus revised bibliography.  Note that you will need to continue reading 
around your intended research question in order to develop a solid proposal, and revise 
your bibliography. Project proposals should:  
1) Identify your topic, and carefully articulate your specific research question or hypothesis: 

develop a clear, defined, edgy research question. 
2) Delineate your rationale for choosing this topic, and its link to the course’s categories, 

themes (what does it add to our understanding of how we pursue international 
development). 

3) List your learning outcomes for the paper. 
4) Outline your methodology, approach, format 
5) Include a revision of your possible bibliography and resources 

 
 

ü Student marketplace presentations (15%): 23rd March  
Students and the class will jointly host a marketplace of development ideas open to all 
Wycliffe students, faculty and others. In the marketplace each student will present the 
current status of their final project, using a market-style kiosk. Each student will prepare and 
facilitate a 20-30-minute session for this “marketplace of development ideas”, including 
peer-to-peer discussions and review of the most recent draft of their final project.  Adult 
learning principles (e.g., verbal, visual, kinaesthetic) and innovation will guide these 
marketplace sessions.  
 

ü Final paper (30%).  Deadline: end of Monday, 10th April, 2017.  
 
 
V. Required Texts for Winter, 2017   
(Lists of weekly readings will be posted)  
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Required reading lists will be posted from these required course textbooks. Required reading 
assignments will also be identified and posted on the BlackBoard course site as .pdf files or as 
links to be downloaded from the library and other online sources. Required pre-readings may 
also be requested by guest speakers throughout the term.  
 
Required textbooks:  
Haslam, Paul, Jessica Schafer and Pierre Beaudet, Introduction to International Development: 

Approaches, Actors and Issues. Second edition. Oxford, 2012.   

Myers, Bryant. Walking with the Poor: Principles and Practices of Transformational 
Development. Revised and expanded edition. Maryknoll: Orbis, 2011.   

 
Website 
As with all Wycliffe courses, this course has a private BlackBoard website that is accessible to 
registered students through the “Portal” on the University of Toronto home page 
(http://www.utoronto.ca) or directly at http://portal.utoronto.ca. The website will function as a 
home for course materials, readings, online exchanges, additional notices and resources, and 
other pieces of information.  
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--------------. Revolutions in Development Inquiry. Earthscan, 2008. 
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de Soto, Hernando. The Mystery of Capital. Perseus Books Group, 2003.  
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Poor. Kumarian Press, 2001. 

Hiebert, Paul. Transforming Worldviews: An Anthropological Understanding of How People 
Change. Baker Academic, 2008. 

Hoksbergen, Roland. Serving God Globally: Finding Your Place in International Development. 
Baker, 2012.  

Jacobs, Jane. Cities and the Wealth of Nations: Principles of Economic Life. Vintage Books, 
1985. 

Kingsbury, Damien, John McKay, Janet Hunt, Mark McGillivray, and Matthew Clarke. 
International Development: Issues and Challenges. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008. 

Laws, Sophie, Caroline Harper and Rachel Marcus. Research for Development: A Practical 
Guide. Sage, 2003.   

Lewis, Stephen. Race against Time. Anansi: CBC Massey Lectures Series, 2006. 

Myers, Ched. Say to This Mountain: Mark’s Story of Discipleship. Orbis,1996.  

Moyo, Dambisa. Dead Aid: Why Aid is Not Working and How There is a Better Way for Africa. 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009.  

Narayan, Deepa, et al. Voices of the Poor: Crying Out for Change. Oxford University Press, 
2000. (especially Chapters 1-2.) 

Orbinski, James. An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarian Action in the Twenty-First Century. 
Anchor Canada, 2009.  

Pope John Paul II, Centesimus Annus, Vatican website. 

Pope Paul VI,  Populorum Progressio. Vatican website. 

Rennick, Joanne Benham. “Is Religion a Force for Good? Reformulating the Discourse on 
Religion and International Development.” Canadian Journal of Development Studies 34(2, 
2013): 175-188.  

Sachs, Jeffrey. Common Wealth: Economics for a Crowded Planet. Penguin, 2008. 

Sachs, Jeffrey. The End of Poverty. Penguin Press, 2006. 

Sen, Amartya.  Development as Freedom. Knopf, 1999.  

Smith, Stephen C. Ending Global Poverty: A Guide to What Works. New York: Palgrave, 2005. 

Tufts University. “Ambiguity and Change: Humanitarian NGOs Prepare for the Future.” Boston, 
MA:  Feinstein International Famine Centre, Tufts University, 2004.  Downloadable from 
https://wikis.uit.tufts.edu/confluence/download/attachments/14553441/Ambiguity+and+Ch
ange--Humanitarian+NGOs+Prepare+for+the+Future.pdf?version=1 . 

UNDP. 2014 Human Development Report. Sustaining Human Progress: Reducing Vulnerability 
and Building Resilience. United Nations Development Program, 2014. 
http://hdr.undp.org/en/2014-report/download  

Williams, Rowan. "New Perspectives on Faith and Development."  The RSA website, URL: 
http://www.thersa.org/events/vision/vision-videos/dr-rowan-williams-new-perspectives-on-
faith-and-development. 

Wingate, Andrew, Kevin Ward, Carrie Pemberton, Wilson Sitshebo (eds). Anglicanism: A Global 
Communion. Church Publishing, 1998.   
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World Bank. World Development Report 2014: Risk and Opportunity. International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development and The World Bank, 2013. 
http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTRESEARCH/EXTWDRS/EX
TNWDR2013/0,,contentMDK:23330018~pagePK:8258258~piPK:8258412~theSitePK:825
8025,00.html  

Yoder, Richard, Calvin Redekop and Vernon Jantzi, eds. Development to a different drummer: 
Anabaptist/Mennonite experiences and perspectives. PA: Good Books, 2004.  

 

VII.		Guidelines	and	Policies	on	Assignment	Extensions	&	Academic	Integrity		
	
Academic research and writing.  For helpful advice on academic research and writing see 
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice. 
 
Accessibility. Students with a disability or health consideration are entitled to accommodation. 
Students must register at the University of Toronto’s Accessibility Services offices; information is 
available at http://www.accessibility.utoronto.ca/. The sooner a student seeks accommodation, 
the quicker we can assist.  
 
Plagiarism. Students submitting written material in courses are expected to provide full 
documentation for sources of both words and ideas in footnotes or endnotes. Direct quotations 
should be placed within quotation marks. (If small changes are made in the quotation, they 
should be indicated by appropriate punctuation such as brackets and ellipses, but the quotation 
still counts as a direct quotation.) Failure to document borrowed material constitutes plagiarism, 
which is a serious breach of academic, professional, and Christian ethics.  
 
An instructor who discovers evidence of student plagiarism is not permitted to deal with the 
situation individually but is required to report it to his or her head of college or delegate 
according to the TST Basic Degree Handbook (linked from 
http://www.tst.edu/content/handbooks) and the University of Toronto Code of Behaviour on 
Academic Matters http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/AssetFactory.aspx?did=4871. 
Students are assumed to have read the document “Avoidance of plagiarism in theological 
writing” published by the Graham Library of Trinity and Wycliffe Colleges 
(http://www.trinity.utoronto.ca/Library_Archives/Theological_Resources/Tools/Guides/plag.htm). 
 
Normally, students will be required to submit their course essays to Turnitin.com for a review of 
textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so, students will allow their 
essays to be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database, where they 
will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the 
University’s use of the Turnitin.com service are described on the Turnitin.com web site. 
 
Other academic offences. TST students come under the jurisdiction of the University of 
Toronto Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters 
http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm).   
 
Late Assignments and Grading. 
Students are expected to complete all course work by the posted deadlines. Under exceptional 
circumstances, with the written permission of the instructor, students may request an official 
extension (SDF = “standing deferred”) beyond the end of term. An extension, when offered, will 
have a mutually agreed upon deadline that does not extend beyond the conclusion of the 
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following term. An SDF must be requested no later than two weeks before the completion of the 
term in which the course is taken. The request form is available on the college website or from 
the Registrar’s office. 
 
During the course, beginning on the day after any due date, one percentage point per day 
will be deducted from any assignment submitted late without permission. At the end of 
the course, one percentage point per day will be deducted from the overall course grade 
if an SDF extension has not been requested before the stated deadline.   
 
Course grades. Consistent with the policy of the University of Toronto, course grades 
submitted by an instructor are reviewed by a committee of the instructor’s college before being 
posted. Course grades may be adjusted where they do not comply with University grading 
policy (http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/grading.htm) or TST and Wycliffe 
College’s grading policy.  
 
 
TST  Grading scale 
 
 

Letter 
Grade 

 
Numerical 
Equivalents 

 
Grade 
Point 

 
Grasp of Subject 
Matter 

 
Other qualities expected of 
students  

A RANGE: Excellent: Student shows original thinking, analytic and synthetic ability, 
critical evaluations, and broad knowledge base. 

 
A+ 

 
90-100 

 
4.0 

 
Profound and Creative 

 
Strong evidence of original thought, of 
analytic and synthetic ability; sound 
and penetrating critical evaluations 
which identify assumptions of those 
they  s t u d y  as  w e l l  as  the i r  own; 
mastery of an extensive knowledge 
base 

 
A 

 
85-89 

 
4.0 

 
Outstanding  

 
A- 

 
80-84 

 
3.7 

 
Excellent 

 
Clear evidence of original thinking, of 
analytic and synthetic ability; sound 
critical evaluations; broad knowledge 
base  

B RANGE: Good: Student shows critical capacity and analytic ability, understanding of 
relevant issues, familiarity with the literature. 

 
B+ 

 
77-79 

 
3.3 

 
Very Good 

 
Good critical capacity and analytic 
ability; reasonable understanding of 
relevant issues; good familiarity with 
the literature  

B 
 

73-76 
 

3.0 
 
Good  

 
B- 

 
70-72 

 
2.7 

 
Satisfactory   at    a    
post- baccalaureate 
level. 

 
Adequate critical capacity and 
analytic ability; some understanding of 
relevant issues; some familiarity with 
the literature  

FZ 
 

0-69 
 

0 
 
Failure 

 
Failure to meet the above criteria 



9 Wycliffe College / U of T: International Development course syllabus (D.D. Kupp) 

 

 
Please see the appropriate handbook for more details about the grading scale and non-
numerical grades (e.g. SDF, INC, etc). 
 
Integrity, Content, Format  

• New readings. The readings undertaken for this course must be from materials that are 
new to the student. New material is material students have not read prior to this course. 
If students have already read any of the required readings for this course substitute 
readings can be negotiated with the instructor.  

• New work. The assignments submitted for this course must be new material. New 
material for assignments is material students have not submitted for course assignments 
prior to this course. If students want to build on previous work undertaken for other 
courses, they must negotiate this with the instructor, so that their submitted assignments 
are new in substance and intent.  

• Written assignments will follow the style and format guidelines provided by the 
Univ. of Toronto (as set out in the Chicago Manual of Style, 15th edition, and its student 
version, Turabian's Manual for Writers, 7th edition). See 
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/documentation. See the “Quick 
Guide” to this style at 
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html. Include 
complete documentation (either footnotes or endnotes) for all published material used. 
Cite directly all sources relied on, whether quoted directly, paraphrased or summarized.  

• Terms relating to sex and gender will follow the TST writing guidelines. See chapter 
14 “Elimination of Stereotyping in Written Communication” in The Canadian Style: Guide 
to Writing and Editing (Toronto: Dundurn Press, 2008) for a helpful guide to the 
avoidance of stereotyping on sexual, racial or ethnic grounds and to the “fair and 
representative depiction of people with disabilities.” See also the guidelines for unbiased 
language on the University website (go to http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice and 
follow the links). TST supports the policy of inclusive language and urges the use of 
inclusive language in all academic assignments.  

 


