Woycliffe College

WYP2610HS: The Evangelistic Legacy of C.S. Lewis

Winter/Spring Semester 2016
Wednesdays 7 — 9 pm.

Course Statement

A consideration of the biography, theology, and fiction of C.S.Lewis, with attention to his
understanding and practice of evangelism, and its applicability today.

Learning outcomes

e That students become familiar with the biography of C.S.Lewis and his literary
canon, its themes and theological underpinnings, and that they are inspired to study
more of his work

e That students understand his approach to evangelism and consider adapting some
of his approach for their own ministries

Contact information
Instructor: John Bowen
Phone: (cell) 289 237 0891
Email: john.bowen@utoronto.ca
Course textbooks
The Essential C.S.Lewis edited by Lyle W. Dorsett (Toronto: Simon and Schuster, 1988
and 1996). Available at Crux Books.

The Great Divorce, C.S.Lewis (HarperCollins edition 2001)

Schedule of Classes
January 13 Introductions

Introduction to evangelism
Reading for next week: from Surprised by Joy 23-50

January 20 Lewis’ biography
Lewis’ understanding of evangelism


mailto:john.bowen@utoronto.ca

January 27

February 3

February 10

February 17

February 24

March 2

March 9

March 16

March 23

March 30

April 6

1. The Great Divorce

Reading for next week: God in the Dock 326-329 and Rejoinder
to Dr. Pittenger 344-348

Lewis and translation
Reading for next week: Meditation in a Toolshed (handout);
Letters, 51-56 and 522-532.

The Christian worldview of C.S.Lewis |
Reading for next week: from The Screwtape Letters 297-304 and
The World’s Last Night 383-392

The Christian worldview of C.S.Lewis I

NB: JB has to be away on this date, so we will need to re-negotiate
how to make up the lost time.

Reading for February 24: Miracles 334-343 and The Weight of
Glory 361-370

No class: Reading Week

The Christian worldview of C.S.Lewis llI
Reading for next week: from Mere Christianity 309-325

The Christian worldview of C.S.Lewis IV
Reading for next week: from Reflections on the Psalms 393-406
and from Letters to Malcolm 407-411

The Christian worldview of C.S.Lewis V
How to prepare and lead an evangelistic teaching course

Visiting lecturer
[If you require an SDF, today is the last day to request it.]

The Chronicles of Narnia as an Evangelistic Text

C.S.Lewis in the media

Assignments



Please read and write a book report on The Great Divorce. Please read and follow
the guidelines in the document, HOW TO WRITE A BOOK REPORT, which will be
available on the course website before doing this assignment.

Length: 600-800 words (2-3 pages) Marks: out of 10.
Due date: January 30t

Reading quiz

There will be an online quiz on the weekly readings. For this, you may make use of
the notes you have made on the readings and/or of the readings themselves, i.e. it is
“open-book.” The quiz will be mounted on the website sometime after reading

week, and may then be done in your own time.

Due date: April 6 Marks: out of 30.

. Translation

“An essential part of the ordination exam ought to be a passage from some
recognized theological work set for translation into vulgar English . . . Failure on this
part should mean failure on the whole exam. It is absolutely disgraceful that we
expect missionaries to the Bantus to learn Bantu, but never ask whether our
missionaries to the Americans or English can speak American or English. Any fool can
write learned language: the vernacular is the real test. If you can't turn your faith
into it, then either you don't understand it or you don't believe it.”

Letter to the Editor, “The Christian Century,” in God in the Dock, 338.

Write a “translation” or paraphrase of the Apostles’ Creed or the Nicene Creed into
contemporary vernacular English. Please include an introductory and/or closing
paragraph to explain what audience you have in mind, what principles you are
applying, what difficulties you faced, etc. You may also provide footnotes relating to
specific terms. No explicit references to Lewis are necessary.

Length: 600-800 words (2-3 pages) Marks: out of 20.
Due date: February 24th

Evangelistic Lewis

Put together an “evangelistic teaching” course based on what you have read in
C.S.Lewis (either for the course or beforehand). This would be for people who are
not Christians but who are interested in Lewis and his faith. The intention is that the
four sessions would lay out the most important aspects of Christian faith, as Lewis
understands it, and respond to people’s questions, such that by the end they are in a



position to say an informed yes or no to Christ. Each session should centre on a
particular passage from Lewis (which participants will read beforehand).

o Explain your choice of readings, and how the four form a coherent
theological whole.

o Include the questions you will ask about each reading (in a conversational,
verbatim kind of way, not academically), and explain why you think they are
helpful questions.

o Reflect on the non-academic aspects of this course, e.g. what kind of person
might attend (you can create composite characters), where you would hold
the sessions, what other resources (e.g. scripture, video etc.) you might use,
what you might imagine to be the problems that might arise and how you
would respond, and what happens once the course is over.

NB: Before writing your assignment, please read the documents “That’s a Good

Question!” and “How to answer back,” which will be posted on the website, and

shape your questions in the light of them.

Length: 2,500 words. Marks out of 40.
Due date: April 20

POLICY ON ASSIGNMENT EXTENSIONS

Students are expected to hand in assignments by the date given in the course outline.
One percentage point per weekday will be deducted on the grade if an extension has
not been requested and granted before the stated deadline.

Under exceptional circumstances (e.g. death in the family or serious illness), students
may request an extension (SDF = “standing deferred”) beyond the term. An extension,
when granted, will have a mutually agreed upon deadline that does not extend beyond
the conclusion of the following term. An SDF must be requested no later than two
weeks before the completion of the term in which the course is taken. The request form
is available on the college website or from the Registrar’s office.

Outcomes
COURSE OUTCOMES COURSE ELEMENT PROGRAM OUTCOMES
By the end of this course, This outcome will be This course outcome
students achieved through these corresponds to these
course elements: aspects of Wycliffe’s
statements of outcomes




(MTS, MDiv)

Will have begun to learn Readings, lectures M.Div: l e, Il d.
how to mt_egrat_e m_lnd,. (esPeaaIIy #10), _ MTS: 2.1, 2.3
heart and imagination in assignments (especially 3a.)

the communication of the

Christian message

Will have begun to develop | Readings, lectures M.Div: lll d.

an ability to articulate the (especially #3), assignment MTS: 2.3
Gospel in ways which (especially 3a. and 3b.) o
connect with unchurched

people

Will have come to Readings, lectures 4-8 M.Div: l e, Il d.
undersfcand Chrlstla.nlty as a MTS 2.3, 3.1
worldview, addressing the

major questions of life

Will have begun to develop | Readings, lectures M.Div: I d., lll f.
an understanding and (especially #2), assighments MTS: 3.3

practice of evangelism
which is respectful,
reasoned, relational, and
culturally sensitive.

(especially 3b).
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